CHAPTER XI

INTERREGNUM     -
(1494-1512)

ON the same day that Pietro and his family fled from Flor-
ence, Charles VIII entered Pisa, and thereupon declared that
city "free from the Florentine yoke." The Signoria sent an
embassy (which included Savonarola) to the King to protest
against this action as to Pisa, and to treat with him, but the
only reply they could extract was, "Once in the great city
all shall be arranged." Savonarola had prophesied that a
foreign invader should come to chastise the states of Italy
for their profligate ways, the first of those states was now
beginning to discover what forms such chastisement might
take. The Republic, though they had exiled Pietro owing
to his inability to prevent the French King's advance, found
themselves as little able to do so as he had been, and eight
days afterwards Charles VIII entered Florence in the style
of a victorious monarch entering a conquered city; while
the Florentines found themselves required to accommodate
in their midst an army of twenty thousand men. And to have
a mediaeval army of another nationality thus placed was a
critical business; at any moment the smallest contretemps
might produce an explosion and the plunder and sack of the
city. It may be judged therefore with what pleasure the
citizens of Florence saw this army march into their streets.
As this was the first standing army ever seen by Europe,
and as we know something of what standing armies have
become during the intervening four hundred years, it will
be interesting to have a look at this first one; to stand, as it
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